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It is also interesting to note here the Memorial of
Obsci'vations on the English Project by the French Com-
pany, Paris. February 4? 1754.15
"The French Company are willing to make sacrifices
to secure peace on the Coromandel Coast, but cannot agree
to the English project as it contains provisions which in-
jure the dignity of the French. They have been obliged
therefore to draw up a new project. This memorial is
intended to show the delects of the English project. The
stipulation in the English project, article 1, that neither
Company should interfere in Moorish disputes, should
form the basis of the agreement. Under articles 1 and 2
of the English project, the Navvsib of Arcot could prevent
the Company's forces being withdrawn into their territor-
ies merely by refusing to accede; and as the English con-
trol the N awab they would remain masters of peace or war
hi defiance of the treaty. The other stipulation in the
articles that troops shall withdraw into their respective
territories, is a very inconvenient course in as much as it
involves an instantaneous surrender of all conquests with-
out any assurance from the Moorish Princes that they will
accede to the treaty. The stipulation in article 3 causes
much offence. Why should the French alone be asked to
surrender their conquest s to the Nawab, while the Nawab
is not bound to surrender the prisoners and guns taken
from them? This is an unheard of stipulation, and the
French will certainly neither cease hostilities nor give up
Gin gee until tho return of their prisoners and artillery is
agreed to. The stipulations regarding the use of good
offices by the English are unbecoming. As to article 5,
regarding recognition of Muhammad Ali Khan as the
Nawab of Arcot, this is directly contrary to the principle
of non-interference. It is the Viceroy of the Deccan or
the Mughal Emperor, and not the Companies, who should
determine which Indian Prince is the lawful Nawab of
Arcot. Whatever the right may be possession is a clear
matter. So the only Nawab which Companies as traders
should recognize is the reigning Nawab. Consequently so
long as Muhammad Ali Khan continues as Nawab the
French will not attempt to revenge their wrongs upon him
But in case he should be dispossessed, neither Company
(15)           PubUo Despatches from England, Vol. 57. pp. 385-339.    (Copy
of translation. 35 pp.) \ translation also in Mifatary Despatches from
"England, Vol. I,,pp. 87-101.